








 

 

VERNHAM DEAN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Variance notes on the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for Financial Year 2024/25 

 

 

     

£s 

2023/24 

£s 

2024/25  

£s var.  % var  Comment  

Box 2 Precept 10,000 14,000 4,000 40% The Parish Council had not increased its precept for over 10 years.  It had relinquished its responsibilities for its 

pavilion and recreation ground to a 'playing fields association' which had held its own bank accounts and dealt with its 

own finances.  However, in its constitution from 1999, the playing fields association was shown as a committee of the 

Parish Council and on a new internal auditor's advice in May 2023, the finances of the playing fields 

association/committee were taken back into the control of the parish council.   Therefore, the Parish Council agreed to 

begin increasing the precept to cover the budget and business running costs of the Parish Council as a whole. 

 

Box 3 Total 

Other 

Receipts 

113,771 8,372  -105,399   -93% As above, in May 2023, the finances of the playing fields association/committee were taken back into the control of the 

parish council, totalling £35,171.   

2023/24 also saw grants for new playground equipment from the Borough Council totalling £58,132. 

The VAT reclaim for 2023/24 totalled £14,244, opposed to £1,236 for this year. 

There was a grant for replacement stiles, for £1,718, opposed to £808 this year for a new defibrillator. 

Bank interest rates rose from £415 to £544. 

There was a refund for overpayment of past legal fees of £393 in 2023/24. 

The summer fete takings were £2,960 is 2023/24, opposed to £5,173 this year. 

Pavilion hire charges were £717 in 2023/24 and £609 in 2024/25. 

 

Box 4 Staff Costs 3,947 3,734 

  

-213 -5% The only employee is the clerk/RFO.  There was a small annual increase (as agreed by the NJC) in 2024/25, but in 

2023/24 there was additional overtime (£301.20 net) as the clerk was new in post in April 2023.  
Box 6 

 

 

 

 

Other 

payments 

96,817 22,294  -74,523 -77% As per the explanation in Box 3, the Parish Council took on the finances of the Playing Fields Association.  Consequently, 

the running of the recreation ground and pavilion was the financial responsibility of the Parish Council.  The purchase of 

£78,000 worth of play equipment in 2023/24 has been the main contributor to the difference in payments. 

 

2023/

24       

£ 

2024/

25       

£ 

Diff Explanation 

79892 183 -79709 2023/4 - new play equipment & misc project £79,892.  2024/25 - projects £183 

190 779 589 PC was exempt from external audit for 2022/23 AGAR 

271 303 32 Increase in HALC/NALC fees 

1700 1785 85 Increase in insurance cover 

0 37 37 Stationery/consumables 

3211 3371 160 Increase in grass cutting costs 



 

786 479 -307 Difference in maintenance costs to play equipment 

382 756 374 Additional dog waste bin installation 

570 609 39 Increase in charges for speed indicator devices 

291 310 19 Additional costs for installing a new defibrillator electricity supply 

1500 1550 50 Increase in grants awarded locally 

697 556 -141 Decrease in pavilion utility charges 

2328 2426 98 Increase in pavilion maintenance/cleaning/consumables 

2533 5078 2545 Difference in expenditure on summer fete 

1236 1300 64 Increase in general admin expenditure  

0 178 178 Training – none in 2023/24 

720 0 -720 Tree removal works - none in 2024/25 

184 0 -184 Flood mitigation works - none in 2024/25 

173 2521 2348 Difference in expenditure on pavilion assets 

100 0 -100 Refund given to pavilion hirer (no such payment made 2024/25) 

0 4 4 Bank account charges (none in 2023/24) 

96764 22225 -74539   

    
 

 

Box 9 

 

Fixed 

Assets 

 

 

310,116 

 

311,714  

     

2024/25 purchases - New defibrillator (Pavilion) £1,300 and new red dog waste bin £298 

 

 


