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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday 12th January 2026 at 7.30pm, held at the Millennium Hall, Vernham Dean. 

~~ 
Councillors present: 
Cllr John Hale (Chairman) 
Cllr Julie Drury (Vice Chairman) 
Cllr Nigel Palmer 
 

 
Cllr Glenn Tollett 
Cllr Glynn Seymour 
Cllr David Christy 
Clerk 

 
53.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
53.1  Apologies were received from Cllrs Adrian Butt, Haydn Watkins, Borough Councillor 

Phil North. 
 
54.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
54.1 There were no declarations of interests relating to items on the agenda, or requests 

for dispensations, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct. 
 

55.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
55.1  Councillors agreed and approved the minutes of the parish council meeting which 

was held on 10th November 2025, and which were signed by the Chairman.   
 
56.  ACTIONS ARISING   
56.1 Footpath from Hen Barn Corner, Upton to Upton Manor – the whole path was 

proving impassible especially as the summer growth continued.  Three landowners 
identified.  Cllr Palmer to follow up. 

56.2  Footpath 2 (Vernham Street by Fowlers Farm) and the replacement of three stiles 
with gates. Cllr Drury had spoken to the owner of Fowlers Farm, whose preference 
was to leave it as it was but if funding was available, they would prefer wooden 
kissing gates and to have further conversation with the Parish Council about the 
project.  CIL money could possibly be available. Cllr Watkins and clerk to pursue grant 
funding and perhaps look at a bigger project to enable CIL funding to be released.  
Cllr Drury to keep the owner updated. 

56.3  The condition of the noticeboard at the Bury Dene was raised, requiring some 
attention and repainting.  Repainted and oiled. 

56.4  Drainage mound, Bury Dene - the County Council had confirmed it was the financial 
responsibility of the Parish Council to maintain this area, but in the interest of a 
collaborative approach, the County Council was willing to fund the first grass cut at 
the start of the cutting season, after which maintenance would need to be taken 
forward by the Parish Council. Should the mound remain unmanageable following 
the initial clearance, the County Council would look to explore options such as new 
grass seed or re-turfing. 

 

http://www.vernhamdean-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@vernhamdean-pc.gov.uk
http://www.vernhamdean-pc.gov.uk/


VERNHAM DEAN PARISH COUNCIL 

Vernham Dean Parish Council Minutes - May 2025 to April 2026 

Copies of Parish Council Minutes may be accessed at www.vernhamdean-pc.gov.uk 

 

 Signed …………………………………………………… Date …………………………….. 

56.5 Flooding Hen Barn Corner – Cllr Palmer had contacted Kirsty North who would 
continue asking the engineers to look at the issue.   

56.6 The pavilion clock had been repaired – with thanks to Mr Britten. 
 
57. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
57.1 There were 6 members of the public at the meeting.   
 
58. PLANNING 
58.1 There were no planning matters for discussion.  One application to reduce the crown 

of a walnut tree had been decided prior to the meeting. 
 

59. COUNCILLORS’ UPDATES  
59.1 Cllr Tollett updated that he had purchased foam for the ceiling of the storage 

containers behind the pavilion which would be completed in the spring in the better 
weather, to stop the condensation. 

59.2 Cllr Palmer updated that the empty Crown PH at Upton was finally up for sale with 
the freehold being sold for £525,000.  No change of use had been submitted to the 
planning authority.  The village was considering approaching the estate agents to 
register interest in the building and there had been a rumour that someone was 
interested in keeping it as a pub. 
Cllr Palmer was asked to find out from the village regarding it being registered as a 
community asset which the Parish Council would support, although could not be 
involved. 

59.3 Cllr Drury updated that Flowers Farm was still up for sale and the thatched barn was 
still in the same poor state. 

59.4 Cllr Drury reported that the potholes in Bowers Lane were getting increasingly 
worse.  There was already an action pending on the portal for them to be repaired, 
but she was unable to add any more to it.  

59.5 Cllr Palmer added that on the Hen Barn corner the road edge was still very 
dangerous.  To be monitored with HCC. 

59.6 Cllr Drury updated that the grit on the corner by the church had been used – needed 
refilling.  The one at the top of Conholt Hill needed checking.  Cllr Hale to check and 
order via the HCC portal if needed. 

59.7 Cllr Christy updated that during the recent spell of snow and very frosty weather, the 
valley road from Vernham through to Hurstbourne Tarrant had not been gritted.  He 
had reported to HCC that it had always been done in the past, and the stretch from 
Hurstbourne Tarrant to St Mary Bourne had been gritted.  The response was that 
Vernham was a Priority 2, and they were only focussing on Priority 1 routes with 
various criteria.  Vernham Dean had indeed hit two of the criteria including that it is 
directly connected with another county (Wiltshire) which does grit.  The village was 
gritted as a result, but it wasn’t continued down the road to Upton. 
Cllr Hale to speak to Cllr North regarding priority for an isolated village.   

59.8 Conholt Estate.  Cllr Hale spoke about the following: 
- Footpath issues – a member of the public was accosted by estate security whilst 

walking across a public footpath but as a result of contacting the estate manager, 
there had been an apology and reiteration that members of the public could stop 
and take photos on a public footpath and were not to be approached negatively. 
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Cllr Hale requested that the Parish Council would like to hear of any incidents but 
with specific facts, including details of vehicles and people, so they could be 
followed up. 

- Road conditions – a meeting was scheduled for the following week involving 
Tangley & Vernham Dean Parish Councils, HCC Highways, Cllr North and the 
estate manager from Conholt, to talk about the schedule of repairs to the roads, 
funded by Conholt.  HCC and WCC had to give permission – HCC had responded, 
but WCC had not been so forthcoming.  Decommissioning of the estate works 
was due to finish at the end of January including conclusion of major works, site 
and temporary works cleared, and the return to an ordinary estate without 
building works.  The process of repairing the roads could then start, possibly in 
the spring.  Questions were likely to be when would it start, what would it 
include, and what quality would it be.  Last year’s works were always known to 
be temporary to verge edges, which had deteriorated over the winter. 
 
Comment was made that it was felt that the estate was trying to engage to 
support the village, and that although they weren’t always getting everything 
right, there were signs that they were trying to be helpful. 
 
Cllr Hale mentioned that a resident in Tangley had felt it was not fair for HCC to 
fund damage caused by planning works in WCC, who should have consulted with 
HCC.  They had gone on further to say that there could be a case of 
maladministration and had included VDPC as and interested party but was asked 
to remove any reference that VDPC agreed with their thought process and not be 
shown to be associated.  The route to repair was more likely to be via Conholt 
estate rather than wait for councils with challenged budgets to get the work to 
the top of their lists. 

59.9 Cllr Christy updated on the idea to introduce traffic calming in the village after the 
crash at the school gates, and whether there was a way to make the road safer for 
the school and pre-school.  Unfortunately, statistics of fatalities were often required 
as evidence to support the need for calming measures.  Introduction of a 20mph 
speed limit, which had generated almost 50/50 support for and against from the 
small amount of people who had written to the parish council, would have to be 
funded by the community along with confirmation of significant support.   
Comment was made that other measures should be introduced to try to slow traffic, 
rather than changing the speed limit, which was liable to still be exceeded.  The 
mindset was unlikely to change just because it became 20mph. 
Mention was made that if a 20mph limit was in force, and a fatality occurred, 
particularly outside a school, and it could be proved that speed was a factor, the 
sentence to the driver could be custodial.  
It was agreed to revisit this topic at the Annual Parish Assembly, and take a vote at 
that time, as to whether to proceed to the next step of paying £175 for an engineer’s 
survey of what could be introduced, but only if there was sufficient interest and 
support from the community. 
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60. CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE   
60.1 The HBT noticeboard in Upton was due for return after an extended period of 

absence for repair and upgrading. 
60.2 The owner of the field in Vernham Street over which Footpath 7 crossed had 

repaired the stile but was currently unwilling to install a dog-friendly option owing 
to the amount of dog mess left in the horse paddock on a regular basis.  There was 
no legislation which meant that landowners must provide access for dogs, purely a 
stile. 

 
61. FINANCE 
61.1 Q3 PERFORMANCE MONITORING.  Councillors reviewed the financial reports for Q3 

2025/26.  RESOLVED: no actions required. 
61.2 Councillors discussed the proposed budget for 2026/27, taking into consideration 

any anticipated projects which might require funding from the precept.  Cllr Hale 
raised the point that with the impending local government reorganisation coming 
into force in 2027, the budget would need to continue to increase, to factor in tasks 
which HCC may no longer prioritise as over 90% of its budget was spent on social 
care for vulnerable adults and children.  Precept increases had been necessary over 
the last 2 years as it had not been raised for very many years before.   

 RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to raise the precept for 2026/27 to £20,000, from 
£17,000 in 2025/26, and for the Chairman or Clerk to sign the application to Test 
Valley Borough Council.  

61.3 Councillors discussed the budget for 2026/27 and agreed a budget of £17,373 to 
cover necessary Parish Council business. 
Regular contracts over £1000 were also reviewed, and it was agreed that a grass 
cutting contract was necessary.  No offer had been received by Scofell, who had 
been providing the service for the last few years.  The contract would be discussed 
when received. 

61.4 On the day of the meeting, the bank balances stood at £49,498.78 with reserves of 
£44,475.25.  

61.5 The clerk had circulated the payments made since the last meeting.  Cllr Hale agreed 
them as an accurate record. 
 

TYPE DATE PAYEE AMOUNT REMARKS 

BACS 13/11/25 Fenland Leisure 145.20 Replacement swing seat 

BACS 14/11/25 SSE 24.45 Pavilion Electricity 

BACS 24/11/25 Kelly Lowth 32.00 Pavilion Cleaning 22.11 

BACS 2/12/25 Village Hall 1850.00 Grant 

BACS 4/12/25 Tangley PC 18.74 SLR battery replacement 

BACS 4/12/25 Mrs M Edwards 320.86 Salary 

BACS 4/12/25 HMRC 80.00 PAYE 
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BACS 22/12/25 William Woolley 140.00 Dragons Teeth repair  

BACS 22/12/25 Mrs M Edwards 16.00 Condolence flowers for resident 

BACS 29/12/25 Marcus McGrigor 100.00 Pavilion security bond return 

BACS 2/1/256 SSE 59.53 Pavilion Electricity 

BACS 12/1/26 Kelly Lowth 32.00 Pavilion Cleaning 10.1 

BACS 12/1/26 Tangley PC 159.54 SLR quarterly maintenance 

BACS 12/1/26 Mrs M Edwards 256.70 Salary 

BACS 12/1/26 Charles Moody 140.00 PAT testing Pavilion 

 
62. NEXT MEETING 
62.1 The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council was due to be held on Monday 9th 

March 2026. 
 
The meeting concluded at 20.36 hrs. 
 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………………………………………….. Chairman 
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