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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Wednesday 17th May 2023 at 7.30pm, held at the Pavilion, The Burydene, Vernham Dean. 

~~ 
Councillors present: 
Cllr John Hale (Chairman) 
Cllr Julie Drury (Vice Chairman) 
Cllr Adrian Butt 
Cllr David Christy 

 
Cllr Glynn Seymour 
Cllr Nigel Palmer 
Cllr Haydn Watkins 
Clerk 

 
1. TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL 
1.1 Councillor Hale asked councillors for nominations for the office of Chairman of the 

Parish Council.  Councillor John Hale was proposed by Cllr Christy, seconded by Cllr 
Butt, and elected unanimously to the office of Chairman.  

 
2. TO ELECT A VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL 
2.1 The Chairman asked councillors for nominations for the office of Vice  

 Chair of the Parish Council. Councillor Julie Drury was proposed by Cllr Seymour, 
seconded by Cllr Palmer, and elected unanimously to the office of  

   Vice Chairman.  
 
3.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
3.1  Declarations of acceptance of office were duly signed by all councillors following the 

recent elections, and the Chairman and Vice Chairman, and returned to clerk for 
counter signature and filing.  Cllr Doherty was not present at the meeting.  The clerk 
would organise for his declaration to be signed as soon as possible and submitted 
within 28 days. 

 
4.  TO AGREE COUNCILLORS’ RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2023/24 
4.1  Councillors agreed the following portfolios: 

 - Cllr John Hale – Playing Fields Association liaison 
- Cllr Julie Drury – planning 
- Cllr Adrian Butt – Village Hall liaison 
- Cllr Haydn Watkins – footpaths 
- Cllr David Christy – environmental 
- Cllr Nigel Palmer – Upton / highways & transport 
- Cllr Mark Doherty – planning 
- Cllr Glynn Seymour – planning / website maintenance 
 
Paul Nicoll was an previous parish councillor, and volunteer within the village who 
had agreed in the past to undertake the role of Tree Warden.  Clerk to check that Mr 
Nicholl is happy to continue this supportive role. 
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5.  TO COMPLETE THE ANNUAL UPDATE OF REGISTER OF INTERESTS 
5.1  Councillors completed their annual registration of interests.   Clerk to scan, redact 

signatures and other sensitive information, and publish on the website, and send 
to TVBC for their records. 

 
6.  TO AGREE A CHAIRMAN’S ALLOWANCE 
6.1   The Chairman’s allowance, for urgent or emergency payments in between meetings 

such as condolences, was discussed.  
RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to have a reserve in the accounts of £100.  This would 
not be paid in cash to the Chairman at this stage. 
 

7.  TO INSPECT ANY DEEDS AND TRUST INVESTMENTS IN THE CUSTODY OF THE 
COUNCIL 

7.1  There were no deeds or investment which required review.  There was a Land 
Registry entry for the Burydene.  The historical document would be stored at the 
Winchester Records Office once scanned and saved locally.  The pond was also 
registered with the Land Registry but there were no physical documents for it. 
The Land Registry was unable to provide evidence of ownership of the land on which 
the Rockmoor pond was located. 

 
8.  TO DETERMINE THE TIME AND PLACE OF ORDINARY MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 

UP TO AND INCLUDING THE NEXT ANNUAL MEETING 
8.1 Councillors agreed the list of dates for future meetings, and to hold them at the 

Millennium Hall.  The Hall bookings had already been made.  The list would be 
posted on the noticeboard at the Hall and also in Upton.
10th July 2023 
11th September 2023 
13th November 2023 

8th January 2024 
11th March 2024 
13th May 2024 - APCM/APM 

 
Reviews of standing orders & financial regulations, policies & procedures, assets & land, and 
insurance cover were carried out at other meetings during the municipal year.  Consideration of 
subscriptions falling to be paid annually was made during budget setting. 

 
9.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
9.1  Apologies were received from Cllr Mark Doherty, and Councillors Kirsty and Phil 

North.  
 
10.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
10.1 There were no declarations of interests relating to items on the agenda, or requests 

for dispensations, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct. 

11. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

11.1  Councillors agreed and approved the minutes of the last meeting which was held on 
13th March 2023, and which were signed by the Chairman. 

 
12.  ACTIONS ARISING   
12.1  Upton - fingerpost on triangle – Cllr Palmer updated that the sign had been removed 

for repair by HCC. 
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12.2     Upton - broken manhole cover – Cllr Palmer updated that one still required repair 
(opposite the Linkenholt turning).  A second request had been made.  Clerk to liaise 
with Cllr Palmer regarding progressing the repair as soon as possible. 

12.3  Missing dog and signage in the village – there was still no update as to the dog’s 
whereabouts.  To discuss again at July meeting. 

12.4  Internal financial controller – Cllr Doherty had agreed to take on this role but subject 
to clarification with his employer that there were no conflicts of interest.  Cllr 
Doherty was not present at the meeting.  The Chairman was able to access the bank 
account online and was willing to undertake the auditing of the finances until 
confirmation received. 
 

13. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
13.1 There were 3 members of the public present.  They all wished to speak regarding a 

later agenda item regarding the Playing Fields Association accounts.  The Chairman 
gave a brief outline of the situation, and agreed to take questions during the specific 
item. 

 
14. PLANNING  
14.1 23/01125/FULLN – Winterside Farm, Little Down Lane, Little Down.  Demolish two 

dilapidated buildings and retain and complete partially built agricultural building.  
This was a retrospective application which had been referred to the Enforcement 
Officer.  The owners had been required to show there was agricultural use for the 
building which appeared to have been fulfilled by the storage of farm machinery, a 
workshop, and for housing goats, pigs and ducks.  The Planning Officer would ensure 
that this was adhered to.  No comment.  

14.2 23/01061/FULLN – Puckeridge Farm, Bulpitts Hill, Vernham Dean.  Vehicular access 
(retrospective).  Cllr Drury had checked the Highways Officer’s comments.  The 
application was to give separate access to the farm field and buildings, opposed to 
the house.  All hedge gaps would be infilled and construction of a new stile on the 
public footpath.  Highways had objected outright on the grounds of visibility, which 
was felt to be better than the visibility from the original access, but still failed to 
meet the criteria.  Councillors agreed with the Highways comments and would leave 
the matter in the hands of the planning authority.  No comment. 

 
15. COUNCILLORS’ UPDATES  
15.1 Cllr Christy reported that there were two trees down across Footpath 14 through 

Thornycombe wood (Conholt Estate).  Clerk to contact the estate manager in 
Winchester. 
Cllr Christy also mentioned dog waste and the suggestion of a further red bin at the 
west end of the village.  He offered to empty it but the Chairman felt this should be 
done professionally because of the concern of disease.  Cllr Butt offered to liaise 
with the TVBC Dog Warden and decide on a way forward. 
Cllr Christy also raised the issue regarding the concern over speeding through the 
village and enquired as to the possibility of a speed indicator device.  Councillors 
agreed this should be considered further.  Clerk to research funding possibilities. 
The Chairman mentioned the pavement outside the school which was falling away 
towards the school boundary and a hole had also appeared.  This was becoming 
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dangerous.  Cllr Christy to chase County Councillor Kirsty North for action on this 
issue.  

15.2 Cllr Palmer mentioned the general state of the roads including the shoulders 
between Upton and Hurstbourne Tarrant.  Cllr Palmer to follow up with HCC and 
Councillor Kirsty North. 

 Cllr Palmer updated on the general water table levels.  For the first time in memory, 
with the water table having gone down 10m between January and April, it had then 
started to rise by 5m and only in the preceding week had it begun to reduce again.  
This could potentially impact if the summer was wet.   Agenda item for September 
to revisit regarding investment in water pumps and how they would fit into the 
emergency plan for flooding.   

15.3 Cllr Seymour reported that the footpath signpost at Puckeridge Farm (FP 3) had been 
flattened and the stile was also missing.  Clerk to report to the HCC Ranger at their 
meeting the following week. 

15.4 Cllr Watkins reported that Footpath 10 (Back Lane corner to Bank Farm) had 5 sets of 
stiles, 2 being doubles, and very difficult to access.  The landowner was happy to 
have them replaced but had queried funding.  The owner of Bank Farm was also 
happy to have them replaced provided they were kept updated.  Cllr Watkins and 
the clerk had a meeting booked for the following week with the HCC Countryside 
Ranger to discuss replacements and grants.      

15.5 Cllr Butt updated on the declining use of the Millennium Hall.  Pre-Covid regulars 
hadn’t returned or weren’t booking as regularly, many because class members had 
declined.  Film night attendance had also declined.  There was concern about both 
the hall and the Pavilion’s futures if there was no-one wanting to book them.  The 
Committee might need to ask the Parish Council for additional funding.  It was felt 
that a fresh approach to how the buildings were used and marketed was needed, 
otherwise the medium-term prognosis may mean they became financially unviable.  

15.6 Cllr Drury reported that she had checked on the permitted development of the new 
driveway at the Vicarage and confirmed there were no issues. 

15.7 Cllr Hale updated on the matter of the gate at a premises on Back Lane being left 
open and causing an obstruction.  The owner had been spoken to and the matter 
referred to HCC Highways to investigate and deal. 
Cllr Hale also reported that there had been complaints about cars parking in the 
layby on Bulpits Hill, which was for the 6 bungalows.  He had spoken to Aster 
Housing Association and confirmed that they were intending to install 6 parking 
spaces and 2 visitor spaces at 90 degrees to the road.  There was no timescale given 
for the completion of this.  No5 had been put on the open market, and there were 
concerns that the bungalows should remain as social housing.  Cllr Phil North at 
TVBC had been consulted and updated that the Borough had no power to intervene, 
although they were also concerned about the sale.  The reason for the sale was 
because of extensive water damage inside the property which had made it financially 
unviable for the housing association to retain. 

  
16. PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION 

 
16.1 Cllr Hale explained that the Parish Council’s internal auditor had reported that the 

PFA was a sub-committee of the Parish Council (as stated in its constitution at 
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paragraph 1.2.1) which meant that the PFA had no authority to hold separate bank 
accounts and all funds had to be transferred to the Parish Council.  Although the PFA 
had raised the funds through events, donations and grants, the money was still 
public funds and as such had to be managed by the Parish Council and audited 
appropriately, forming part of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return.   
The treasurer of the PFA, present at the meeting, expressed concern regarding the 
future use of the funds, which had been earmarked for upkeep and maintenance of 
the pavilion and MUGA.  The Chairman and Clerk gave reassurance that the funds 
would continue to be earmarked appropriately and in the same way, particularly as 
the Parish Council was not able to hold such high amounts in general reserves so the 
money would need to be allocated to various sinking funds.    

16.2 RESOLVED:  Councillors unanimously agreed for the PFA accounts to be closed with 
immediate effect and the funds to be transferred to the Parish Council as per the 
auditor’s direction. 

 
17. BONFIRE NIGHT 
17.1 Cllr Hale explained about the access required to the field for the bonfire and would 

contact the landowner accordingly.  Two volunteers were to be trained to handle the 
bonfire and fireworks safely.  A parishioner queried whether the event was viable, as 
the last one made less than £400, and involved a lot of planning.  It had also clashed 
with school half term and many families had been on holiday.  Cllr Hale suggested 
the possibility of some bands playing for free and obtaining sponsorship from The 
George pub and The Crown pub, both of which were keen to be involved, and make 
the evening more of an event.  All agreed to bring the matter to the July meeting 
for further consideration. 

 
18. CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE  
18.1 The clerk had no items for discussion. 
 
19. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2022/23 
 Councillors RESOLVED: 
19.1 to approve the Annual Governance statement in section 1 of the AGAR and accept 

the actions put forward by the internal auditor. 
19.2 to approve the Clerk and Chairman signing section 1 of the AGAR. 
19.3 that the statement of accounts contained in section 2 of the AGAR represented fairly 

the financial position of the council and for the Responsible Financial Officer and 
Chairman to sign section 2 of the AGAR. 

19.4 to approve any comments or recommendations arising from the annual internal 
audit report 2022/23. 

19.5 to certify the Parish Council, based on the internal audit, as exempt from a limited 
assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 
2015 where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure did not exceed £25,000 
in the year of account ended 31st March 2023. 

19.6 to approve the Responsible Financial Officer and Chairman to sign the Certificate of 
Exemption. 

19.7 to agree the dates for the Notice of Public Rights as 5th June 2023 to 14th July.  
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19.8 to appoint Do The Numbers Ltd as the internal auditor for the financial year 
2023/24. 

19.9 for the Chairman to act as internal controller until another councillor is appointed in 
the role. 

 
20. FINANCES 
20.1 On the day of the meeting, the total of the Parish Council’s bank account balances 

stood at £35,202.63.  
20.2 The clerk had circulated the payments made since the last meeting.  Cllr Hale had 

checked them against the bank account and agreed them as an accurate record. 
 

TYPE DATE PAYEE AMOUNT REMARKS 

CHQ 3/4/23 Parish Online 324.00 Website (last year’s 
accounts, cleared on 3/4/23) 

BACS 12/4/23 Tangley Parish Council 129.45 Quarter share SLR 

BACS 18/4/23 Sovereign Play Equipment 19,500.30 Deposit for play equipment 

BACS 19/4/23 HALC 270.94 Annual subs 

BACS 24/4/23 TVBC 24.00 Uncontested election fee 

BACS 27/4/22 Mrs M Edwards 534.42 Clerk salary April + March 
O/T 

BACS 2/5/23 Scofell 361.02 Grass cutting April 

DD 5/5/23 Information 
Commissioner’s Office 

35.00 Data Protection Registration 

BACS 9/5/23 Do The Numbers Ltd 190.00 Internal Audit fee 

BACS 9/5/23 HMRC 133.60 PAYE April 

 
21. NEXT MEETING 
21.1 The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council was due to be held on Monday 10th 

July 2023.  

 
The meeting concluded at 20:55 hrs. 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………………………………………….. Chairman 
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